
UKS2, Terms 3&4, Cycle B
UK Geography: London and Glasgow

vocabulary definition

River Thames A major river in England which runs through 
multiple settlements, including London.

River Clyde A major river in Scotland which runs through 
multiple settlements, including Glasgow.

compass points The directions on a compass used to find 
locations (e.g. north, south, east, west).

economic activity How people use resources, make goods, or 
provide services to earn money.

renewable energy Energy that comes from natural sources that won’t 
run out, like sunlight or wind.

flood defence Structures or methods used to stop or reduce 
flooding, such as barriers or walls.

shipyard A place where ships are built or repaired.

tourism When people visit places for enjoyment, often to 
see landmarks or learn about history.

Ordnance Survey (OS) map A detailed map showing features including roads, 
rivers, and buildings.

Location Situation
Human features 

arising from 
location

Physical 
features arising 
from location

Human 
processes

Physical 
Processes

Vocabulary
Practical and 

data collection 
techniques

Location
• Identifying the locations of 

Glasgow, London, and 
other UK cities on a map.

• Comparing the locations of 
Glasgow and London in the 
UK, including their relative 
positions using 8 compass 
points.

Situation
• Exploring the cultural and 

historical significance of 
Glasgow and London.

• Understanding the role of 
rivers (Clyde and Thames) in 
shaping the cities’ 
development.

Human Features Arising from 
Location
• Examining the impact of 

shipyards and nuclear 
submarine bases on 
Glasgow’s economy and 
history.

• Discussing renewable energy 
projects like the Thames 
Barrier and Whitelee Wind 
Farm.

• Investigating tourism in both 
cities, including landmarks 
such as the Tower of London 
and Kelvingrove Museum.

Physical Features Arising from Location
• Comparing the physical 

characteristics of the Clyde and 
Thames rivers, including their courses 
and floodplains. 

• Studying marshes in Kent and their 
role in flood prevention.

Human Processes
• Exploring the economic activities linked to rivers, including 

shipbuilding and tourism.
• Analysing the development of renewable energy infrastructure 

near Glasgow and London.
• Investigating human efforts to manage flooding, such as the 

Thames Barrier and Glasgow’s flood prevention schemes.
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Physical Processes
• Understanding river processes like erosion, 

transportation, and deposition.
• Examining how natural processes create marshes 

and contribute to flooding.

Practical and Data Collection Techniques
• Using OS maps, compasses, and grid references 

to navigate and plan fieldwork.
• Conducting data collection through photos and 

sketches.

Whitelee Wind 
Farm, Glasgow

Thames Barrier, 
London

His Majesty's 
Naval Base, 
Clyde
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