Bird Hides

Summary: Design, make and evaluate a bird hide for an ornithologist to observe birds in a local environment.
We will research existing designs, both fixed and portable, and use this to inform our own design of a bird hide,

then make a prototype for our local environment.
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Research

Use the internet to get bird hide design
ideas. Write to the RSPB to ask for
design criteria.

To research camouflage in the local area:
go out in the local area to research the
appearance of the local environment,
collate ideas on a mood board.
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Improvement and Modifications

Continuously make modifications
to adapt your original bird hide
plan to ensure it is functional.

Tools and _

Various tools, materials and techniques will
be used to create a prototype of a bird hide.

Materials: card, natural materials, 8mmx8mm
wood, dowels, lolly sticks, acetate, paints,
masking tape

Tools: Glue gun, paintbrushes, glue sticks,
scissors

Techniques: joining techniques, selection of
appropriate joining materials.

Design Criteria

We will be asking for design criteria from
the RSPB in addition to the following
criteria:

e The bird hide must fit at least 2
ornithologists.

e The bird hide must be camouflaged
to prevent the scaring of birds.

e The bird hide must have a place
that is transparent to see the birds.

e The bird hide must have places for
the ornithologists to store their
equipment.

e The bird hide must be comfortable
as bird watching can take a long
time.

Using the correct tools for cutting: scissors for paper
and card, thicker card may require more heavy-duty
scissors, wood will need to be cut with a saw.

Knowing how to join using triangles for corners to
increase the stability of the join.




