Threshold Concepts World War Two Year5 & 6, Terms 1 & 2, Cycle B

Chronolo
Enauir &Y In this unit, children will build on their knowledge of local history from LKS2 — especially Dover’s war tunnels and the Wickhambreaux pill box. Now they
quiry o will explore World War 1l, focusing on key events such as the rise of Hitler, Dunkirk, the Blitz, the Battle of Britain, and D-Day. Children will also learn about
Communication the use of propaganda and its impact on public opinion. This unit will deepen their understanding of historical concepts like cause and consequence, and
Interpretation how historians use sources like letters and newspapers to uncover the past.
Knowledge Areas
Main Events Society Culture Conflict Travel Industry Impact of Beliefs Vocabulary Sources of
significant Information
people/events
Main Events l Vocabulary
Timeline of key events appeasement A policy where countries try to avoid conflict by giving in
15t September 1939 Germany invades Poland to demands, like when Britain allowed Germany to take
3 September 1939 Britain & France declare war on Germany some land before World War II.
7" January 1940 Rationing of food begins evacuation Moving people, especially children, away from
10™ July- 1% October | The Battle of Britain is fought in the air about the south coast of dangerous areas during a war to keep them safe.
1940 England and the English Channel. The London Blitz begins
6" June 1944 D-Day -British, Canadian and US Troops land in Normandy France. The Blitz A series of heavy bombing attacks by Germany on British
7" May 1945 Germany surrenders cities
8" May 1945 VE day Dunkirk A major World War Il event where Allied soldi
2" September 1945 End of WWII (Japan surrenders) ur malor or ar " event wnere PIiec sordiers were
" July 1954 Ration ] rescued from the beaches of Dunkirk, France, after being
47 July ationing ends surrounded by German forces.

Impact of significant people/events
Winston Churchill: Leadership and inspirational speeches.

D-Day The day Allied forces landed in Normandy, France, on
June 6, 1944, to begin freeing Europe from Nazi control.

How significant events (such as Dunkirk, Battle of Britain

VE Day Victory in Europe Day, celebrated on May 8, 1945, to
and D-Day) changed course of war

mark the end of World War Il in Europe.

Holocaust Awareness: Key figures like Sir Nicholas Winton.

rationing A system where food and other supplies were limited
and shared out fairly.

Conflict
Causes of WWII: Treaty of Versailles, economic issues,
totalitarian regimes.

Holocaust The mass murder of six million Jews and other minority
groups by the Nazis during World War .

Appeasement: Policy of conceding to Hitler to avoid war. . Allies The countries that fought together against Germany,
Key Battles: Battle of Britain, Dunkirk, D-Day. : I_ET U S Italy, and Japan during World War Il, including Britain,

Home Front: air raids, blackouts, rationing. fGO FORWARD the USA, and the Soviet Union.

TOGETHER Nazi Party The National Socialist German Workers Party, led by
e ‘ o e Adolf Hitler, which controlled Germany during World

War Il
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In this unit, children will build on their knowledge of local history from LKS2 — especially Dover’s war tunnels and the Wickhambreaux pill box. Now they
will explore World War 1l, focusing on key events such as the rise of Hitler, Dunkirk, the Blitz, the Battle of Britain, and D-Day. Children will also learn about
the use of propaganda and its impact on public opinion. This unit will deepen their understanding of historical concepts like cause and consequence, and
how historians use sources like letters and newspapers to uncover the past.

Knowledge Areas

Arts and Entertainment: Wartime
music, films, and literature that
reflected the experiences and
emotions of the time (e.g Vera Lynn)
Propaganda Art: The use of art and
posters to convey government
messages, boost morale, and
encourage enlistment. Examples
include iconic images like “Keep
Calm and Carry On.”

How WW?2 is remembered today —
and reflected in cultural output

Daily Life: Evacuations, community efforts, air raid shelters.
Role of Women: Contributions in factories, military, and
volunteering.

Propaganda: Used to boost morale and enlist support.
Holocaust: Impact on Jewish communities; moral
implications.

Beliefs

Religious Responses: Role of churches during the war.
National Identity: Shaping of British identity and values.
The rise of antisemitic attitudes during the war and their
effects on Jewish populations (ghettos, Anne Frank)

Main Events Society Culture Conflict Travel Industry Impact of Beliefs Vocabulary Sources of
significant Information
people/events

Culture Society Travel

Evacuations: Movement of children to the countryside, and
Kindertransport

Military Movement: Troops and supplies.

Travel Restrictions: Due to bombings and rationing.
Development of radar and aircraft

Industry

War Economy: Industries producing war materials.
Rationing: Effects on food and goods.

Post-War Recovery: Changes in industry and welfare state

Sources of Information

» Differentiate between a primary and a secondary
source.

* Evaluating sources

* Understanding points of view — and how different sides

will present a different story (including propaganda)
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