
Ancient Greece 

Summary: There are three main periods in the ancient Greek civilisation: 


• The Archaic Period (c. 800 BC to 480 BC) 

• The Classical Period (c. 480 BC to 323 BC)

• The Hellenistic Period (c. 323 BC to 146 BC) 


Knowledge Areas

Main Events Society Culture Conflict Travel Industry
Impact of 
significant 

people/events
Beliefs Vocabulary Sources of 

information

Threshold Concepts

Chronology

Enquiry

Communication

Interpretation


Main Events


1. 1. Beginning of Mycenaean Period 
(1600 BC–1100 BC)


2. *The Trojan War (1250 BC)* 
DEBATED


3. Up to 1000 BCE - The Greek Dark 
Ages Part 1;  1000-800 BCE - The Greek 
Dark Ages Part 2


4. 800-500 BCE - The Archaic Period


5. Introduction of the Olympic Games 
(776 BC)


6. Coin Currency Introduced (600 BC)


7. 500-300 BCE - The Classical Period


8. Second Peloponnesian War: Athens 
versus Sparta (431 BC)


9. Alexander the Great Came to Power 
(336 BC)


10. 300-30 BCE - The Hellenistic Period


11. Invasion of the Romans (146 BC)


Link to Rise of Roman Empire

Conflict/ Impact of significant 
people/events


The Trojan war


The Peloponnesian war:


Historical enquiry- using artefacts to 
deduce information about how wars 
were fought by the Ancient Greeks


Alexander the Great:


The over-expansion of the Greek 
Empire as the Romans were rising to 
power and subsequent fall of 
Ancient Greece


Vocabulary 


Source of evidence: primary, secondary, 
tertiary


Reliability


Architecture: Acropolis, Parthenon


Hoplite


Labyrinth


Sources of information 


Teaching with 100 objects


Ancient Greek pottery (primary)


Photographs and virtual tours of the 
Acropolis


BBC (tertiary)


The Parthenon and statue of Athena


Culture


Architecture- temples, Acropolis


Theatre, dance and music - The Greeks believed in 
enjoying life. One of the things that made life 
enjoyable for them was music and dance


Olympic Games- In 776 B.C.E, about three thousand 
years ago, the first Olympic Games took place. 
Originally, the games were part of a religious festival 
to honour Zeus


Pottery - *see art KO*


Philosophy:- Socrates, Plato, Aristotle


	       -. Beliefs/ knowledge


	       -. Nature of reality

Beliefs


The 12 Olympians:


Zeus


Hera


Athena


Apollo


Poseidon


Ares


Artemis


Demeter


Aphrodite


Dionysos


Hermes


Hephaistos


Myths and Legends


