
Make-do and mend  
Summary: This topic is interleaved with the history and art topics for this term. We will be designing, making 

then evaluating an outfit for a chosen individual for a chosen decade in the 1900s. In the art topic we will be 

exploring fashion trends and in history we will be studying the “make-do and mend” attitude of WWII, 

therefore the design brief will be to create a fashionable, outfit out of scraps/old clothing. 

Knowledge Areas *Please highlight areas covered in this topic (not all will be covered in every topic) 
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Research  

We will be 

researching the 

fashions through the 

decades of the 1900s.   

Improvement and Modifications  

How can you improve your design/model? Which aspects can be 

improved? Is it a structural, functional or aesthetic improvement? 

Make modifications to improve your project. 

  

 

Comparison  

Comparing own 

designs to fashion of 

the decade and 

whether their designs 

are innkeeping with 

the period (colours, 

shapes, patterns and 

garments) 

Technical Knowledge  

Stitching to join fabric together.  

Use of fasteners, e.g. buttons, zips, Velcro 

Cutting fabric, including the use of pinking shears.  

 Tools and Techniques 

We will be using needles 

and thread to complete a 

variety of stitches to join 

material together.  

Design Criteria  

• You must select either a man, 

woman or child to design an 

outfit for.  

• Your item must be made from 

discarded fabrics or outgrown 

clothing, as per the make-do-

and-mend attitude of the war 

efforts 

• Your outfit must be innkeeping 

with the selected decade in 

colours and patterns.  

  

 


