
DT (Class 3, Terms 5 & 6, Cycle B) - Shields and Defence  
Summary: In this unit, children will research, design, make and evaluate Roman shields. They will think about 

the materials and designs used by the Romans  and think of how they could be recreated in the classroom. They 

will choose an appropriate material to replace the wood and metal authentic Roman shields would have been 

made from. They will create similar designs to Roman shields, thinking about symbolism, before making them. Finally, they will evaluate their 

shields thinking about what went well and how they could be improved.   
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Research  

Research of Roman shields and Roman 

symbolism – online, TV documentary 

about Roman warfare, and reference 

books 

 

Improvement and Modifications  

How can you improve your 

design/model? Which aspects can 

be improved? Is it a structural, 

functional or aesthetic 

improvement? 

 Tools and Techniques  

Papier mâché 

Painting 

Black outlining 

 

Technical Knowledge  

Cutting 

Joining 

 

Design Criteria 

Consider the purpose of a shield 

and what the key design features 

need to be 

 


