
Changing Materials   
Summary: We will be exploring different materials and their physical properties and how these properties make 

them suitable for a use. We will be exploring how we can change a material and how that can affect the 

properties of the material.  

Knowledge Areas questioning & predicting, grouping & classifying, identifying, observing, recording, explaining, evaluating  

Questioning 
& Predicting 

Grouping & 
Classifying 

Identifying  Observing Recording Describing Explaining 
Finding 

Patterns 
Analyse  Evaluate Apply 

 

 

 

 

Threshold Concepts 
Classification and Identifying 
Observing and Pattern Finding 
Describing and Explaining 
Analyse and Evaluate 

Questioning & Predicting 

Ask relevant questions about 

materials and come up with 

ways to discover properties of 

materials. Predict properties 

based on appearance.  

Identifying  

Identify and name a variety of 

everyday materials, including, 

wood, plastic, metal, elastic, water 

and rock 

  

 

Explaining  

Explain, using knowledge of 

properties, why a particular 

material would be suitable for a 

purpose.  

Evaluate  

Evaluate objects by their 

materials and the 

properties of those 

materials, decide 

whether there is a better 

option and give reason 

why.  

Grouping & Classifying  

Be able to group materials based 

on their properties and group 

items based on their use and 

suggest reasons why, i.e., using the 

properties of the materials 

 

Observing 

Observe basic physical properties of 

materials. Observe that some materials 

can be changed and that this can alter 

their properties, e.g. hydrogels in 

nappies, sand castles, plasticine 

(floating).  

Recording  

Begin to read and interpret 

whole class tables of results  


