
The Great Fire of London  
Summary: Within this topic we will be exploring the events leading to and including the great fire of London. We will be 

developing our understanding of the changes over time and discussing why the fire got so out of control. Finally, we will 

be exploring what changes were made after the fire to buildings and the fire service. 
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Threshold Concepts 
Chronology 
Enquiry 
Communication 
Interpretation 
 

Main Events 

See Timeline. 

Industry 

Comparison of the fire service 

from modern day (already covered 

in EYFS) to 1666. 

Comparison of buildings and 

infrastructure between 1666 and 

modern day.  

 

Vocabulary  

Bakery - A place where bread or cakes are made and sold. 

London - The capital city of England and the United Kingdom. 

River Thames - Many people got a boat on the River Thames to 

escape the fire. 

Diary - A personal record of life’s events. 

Eye-witness - A person who has seen something and can give a 

description of it.  

Embers - Small pieces of glowing coal or wood in a dying fire. 

Fire-hooks - Giant hooks used to pull down houses. Fire-break - 

When buildings are destroyed to make a gap so the fire can’t spread. 

Flammable - When something burns easily. 

St Paul’s Cathedral - A Christian building razed to the ground in the 

fire and rebuilt using designs by Sir Christopher Wren. 

Sources of 

information  

Samuel Pepys’ 

diary  

Paintings of the 

fire 

Travel 

Identify how 

people fled the fire 

and compare that 

to how we would 

escape today. 

 


