
The Gunpowder Plot 
Summary: To explore the details and historical importance of the events surrounding the gunpowder plot.   
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Main Events 

That there was a conflict between 2 

groups of Christians within England.  

That King James the first was treating 

Catholics as criminals. 

That a group of Catholics led by Robert 

Catesby, plotted to kill the king by 

blowing up the House of Lords.  

That Guy Fawkes was a soldier brought 

over from the Netherlands for his 

expertise with gunpowder. 

That the plot was discovered through an 

anonymous letter sent to Lord 

Monteagle.  

That Guy Fawkes was caught in the 

basement with barrels of gunpowder. 

That Guy Fawkes and the plotters were 

all killed.  

That we celebrate Bonfire night to 

remember the events of the plot.  

 

 

Beliefs 

To understand that there were 2 

conflicting religions trying to 

dominate England.  

To see the story from both sides 

and understand why the plotters 

acted in such a way. 

Vocabulary  

Robert Catesby 

King James I 

Guy Fawkes  

Lord Monteagle 

1605 

Catholic 

Protestant 

Houses of Parliament  

Gunpowder 

 

Sources of 

information  

Paintings of key 

individuals e.g. 

The plotters, King 

James I 

Confession letter 

from Guy Fawkes.  

Verbal stories. 

 
Conflict 

To know that there was conflict 

from both Catholics and 

Protestants.  

To understand the position of King 

James the first. 

To understand the position of Guy 

Fawkes and the plotters.  

Impact of significant 

people/events 

The plot failed leading 

to further persecution 

of Catholics for 100 

years. 

Bonfire night was 

created to celebrate 

the foiling of the plot.  

Society/Culture.  

Differences in 

societal values e.g. 

persecution of 

Catholics. 

Clothing. 

Transport. 

Technology.  

Executions and use 

of torture. 


