
The Great Explorers 

 During this topic the children will look at what an explorer does. They will explore the lives of some of the great explorers in history as well as 

focusing on Eric the Red, Christopher Columbus, Neil Armstrong, Matthew Henson and Captain Scott.  
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Threshold Concepts 
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Main Events 

Discovery of America by Europeans.. 

The first journey into space. 

The race to the South Pole. 

Industry 

The development of travel from 

ships being able to stay out at sea 

to rockets capable of travelling to 

space. 

Development of equipment and 

specialist clothing needed for 

exploration over time. 

Famous People 

Eric the Red 

Leif Ericson 

Neil Armstrong 

Captain Robert Scott 

Christopher Columbus 

Captain James Cook 

Marco polo 

Sources of information  

Primary sources including 

film and picture images as 

well as testaments from 

diaries and other written 

sources 

A variety of secondary 

sources including film and 

print. 

Things to consider during 

investigation such as how 

reliable is the evidence 

you are using? What type 

of source is it? Is there 

similar types of evidence 

used somewhere else.  

 

Travel 

The development of sailing vessels 

enabling travel over greater 

distances and without need for 

shoreline anchorage. 

Vehicle capable of journeying into 

space. 

 

 

 

 

Key Vocabulary  

explorer, exploration, discover, journey, travel, adventurer 

continent, country, ocean, timeline, chronology, 

specialist, dangerous. 


