
Temporary Shelter  
Summary: Children will design and build a replica model of a temporary shelter that could have been used by 

One of the famous Arctic Explorers they have studied in History.  

Knowledge Areas Design and Make, Evaluate, Technical Knowledge. 
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Tools and Techniques   

Investigate and use a variety of materials 

that would be suitable for the conditions 

an explorer’s temporary shelter would 

encounter. 

Use class-based tools such as scissors – 

for cutting, rulers – for measuring, glue – 

for joining, pens and pencils – for 

colouring 

Improvement and Modifications  

Following the model’s completion, 

the children will explore and 

identify areas where they could 

improve their design or model. 

Whilst creating their model 

children make modifications to 

improve as they build. 

Technical Knowledge  

Be able to identify useful properties of materials, such as 

waterproof, strong, flexible. 

Use techniques to make structures stronger, stiffer and 

more stable – for example using tape on art straws to 

strengthen and stiffen them.  

Research 

Look at tents and temporary shelters  on 

the internet. 

Research the conditions the shelter will 

need to withstand. 

Design Criteria  

The temporary shelter must: 

• Protect the explorer from the elements. 

• Be sturdy and strong. 

• Be lightweight so it can be carried. 

• Be camouflaged to blend in and protect 

the explorer from wild animals. 

Evaluate product against these criteria.  


