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Nursery rhymes and Me, Myself and 
Harvest preparations: 
 

• Exploring nursery rhymes 

• Exploring/listening to music 
about myself, senses and the 
body. 

• Exploring percussion and pulse. 

• Exploring the elements of 
music through singing/games. 

• Focus on so and mi intervals. 

• Learn and prepare a Harvest 
song. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Toys/celebrations and Christingle 
preparations: 
 

• Songs and actions for the 
Christingle service. 

• Exploring songs related to toys 
and Christmas celebrations. 

• Exploring the elements of music 
through singing/games. 

• Focus on so mi intervals- 
listening to and exploring these 
sounds. 

• Exploring pulse and rhythm 
through percussion. 
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Explorers and Harvest preparations: 
 

• Exploring/listening to music 
about Armstrong/Columbus 

• Composing/improvising short 
rhythms linked to explorers 
learning basic notation: 
crotchets/minims/semibreves/
quavers 

• Exploring the elements of 
music through singing 

• Focus on la-so-mi-do intervals. 

• Learn and prepare a Harvest 
song. 
 

 
 
 

Nativity/Christingle preparations: 
 

• Songs and actions for the 
Nativity Production and a song 
for the Christingle. 

• Exploring pulse/rhythms with 
percussion 

• Exploring the elements of music 
through singing 

• Focus on so-mi-do intervals and 
improvisation 
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Stone Age and Harvest 
preparations: 
 

• Exploring/listening to music 
from the Stone Age theme. 

• Exploring basic time 
signatures/pulse/dynamics/pitc
h/tempo through 
Dalcroze/music and 
movement. 

• Children can choose to learn 
the Stone Age piece on the 
recorder or glockenspiel- 
reading basic notation. Recap 
basic notation. 

• Children create music beats 
using music technology and 

Stone performance and Christingle 
preparations: 
 

• Learn songs and actions for the 
Stone performance. 

• Listening activities every music 
lesson. 

• Exploring the elements of music 
through singing. 

• Focus on la-so-fa- mi-re-do 
intervals. 

• Exploring basic time 
signatures/pulse/dynamics/pitc
h/tempo through 
Dalcroze/music and movement. 

• Learn and prepare the 
Christingle song. 
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then design their own 8 beat 
Stone Age rhythms over the 
top using percussion. 

• Focus on la-so-fa- mi-re-do 
intervals. 

• Listening activities every music 
lesson. 

• Exploring the elements of 
music through singing. 

• Learn and prepare a Harvest 
song. 
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Pre, during and Post WW2 Music 
and Harvest preparations: 
 

•  Exploring/listening/singing 
songs with actions to music 
from this theme. Focusing on 
music pre- WW2 war and 
during WW2. 

• Listening activities every music 
lesson. 

• Exploring the elements of 
music through singing. 

• Focus on a variety of intervals, 

improvise and explore these. 

• Prepare and practice a piece of 
orchestral music (written 
during WW2 as a whole class). 

• Learn and prepare a Harvest 
song. 

 

Pre, during and Post WW2 Music 
and the Christingle preparations:  
 

• Exploring/listening/singing 
songs to music from this theme. 
Focus on music during WW2 
and post-WW2 war. 

• Perform and record as a whole 
class orchestra. 

• Listening activities every music 
lesson. 

• Exploring the elements of music 
through singing. 

• Focus on the major scale and 

minor and its intervals. 

• Learn and prepare the 

Christingle song. 
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Winter Weeks and 
Space: 
 

• Exploring/listening/
singing with actions 
to music from 
these themes. 
Exploring 
percussive sounds 
and rhythms.  

• Exploring the 
elements of music 
through singing. 

• Composing simple 
rhythms to 

Traditional Tales and Easter 
preparations: 
 

• Exploring/listening/singin
g with actions to music 
linked to Traditional 
Tales. 

• Composing/improvising in 
groups. Creating a whole 
class composition using so 
and mi (do possibly). 

• Exploring the elements of 
music through singing. 
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represent winter 
sounds. 

• Focus on la, so and 
mi intervals 

• Exploring the 
difference between 
rhythm and pulse- 
focus on this and 
rhythms 

 
 

• Focus on la, so and mi 
intervals-listening and 
exploring these sounds. 

• Exploring the difference 
between rhythm and 
pulse. 

• Learn a song and actions 
for the Easter service. 

Yea
rs 1 
and 

2 

Great Fire of London: 
 

•  
Exploring/listening/
singing songs with 
actions to music 
from this theme.  

• Exploring canon 
structure. 

• Focus on la, so, mi, 
re, do intervals 

Comparing the Lives of the 
Monarchs and Easter 
preparations: 
 

• Continue 
exploring/listening/singin
g songs with actions to 
music from this theme. 

• Improvisation around 
basic rhythms/notation  
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• Exploring the 
elements of music 
through singing. 

• Learning basic 
notation. 

• Composing a 
soundscape and 
melodic ideas 
based on Great Fire 
of London theme. 

• Creating a graphic 
score to represent 
musical ideas. 

 
 
Learning ocarinas/basic 
notation (Year 2 only): 
 

• Learn songs and 
performances of 
pieces to each 
other in lessons.  

•  Basic improvisation on la, 
so, mi, re and do 

• Exploring the elements of 
music through singing. 

• Learn a song and actions 
for the Easter service. 

 
 
 
Learning recorders/basic 
notation (Year 2 only): 
 

• Learn songs and compose 
in groups. Perform 
compositions at the end 
of term. Compose using 
notes taught on the 
recorders. 

• Learning techniques to 
play this instrument 

• Exploring elements of 
music e.g. Different 
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• Learning 
techniques to play 
this instrument 

• Exploring elements 
of music e.g. 
Different 
pitch/tempo/dyna
mics etc... 

 
 

pitch/tempo/dynamics 
etc... 

 
 
 

Yea
rs 3 
and 
4 

Rivers and Rainforests 
and learn how to play 
the ukulele: 
 

• Exploring/listening/
singing songs with 
actions to music 
linked to Rivers and 
Rainforests. 

• Listening activities 
every music lesson. 

Rivers and Rainforests 
continued. Continuing learning 
the ukulele and composing in 
groups plus Easter 
preparations: 
 

• Exploring/listening/singin
g songs with actions to 
music linked to Rivers and 
Rainforests. 

• Listening activities every 
music lesson. 
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• Learn (or recap) 
techniques and 
chords on the 
ukuleles and link 
basic rhythms and 
words to different 
chords that have 
been learnt.  

• Focus on 
composing rhythms 
and using different 
chords on the 
ukuleles. 

• Exploring the 
elements of music 
through singing. 

• Focus on do’ -la-so-
fa- mi-re-do 
intervals. 

 
 

• Continue learning the 
ukuleles and compose a 
piece of music linked to 
mountains/volcanoes/ear
thquakes. 

• Focus of structures: 
melody and 
accompaniment and 
verse-chorus 

• Focus on composing a 
chorus to their own song 
about the given topic. 

• Exploring the elements of 
music through singing. 

• Focus on improvising 
rhythms and using 
different chords on the 
ukuleles. 

• Focus on do’ -la-so-fa- mi-
re-do intervals. 

• Learn a song and actions 
for the Easter Service. 
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Learning how to play the 
Ukulele and reading 
music: 
 

• Ukulele techniques 
e.g. strumming, 
how to hold the 
instrument etc... 

• Learning a variety 
of chords. Year 4 
will explore more 
chords to continue 
their knowledge of 
ukulele chords 
from the previous 
year. 

• Performing solos 
and ensemble work 

• Reading tabs plus 
other notation 
work. 
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Yea
rs 5 
and 

6 

UK and Local 
Geography:  
 

• Exploring/listening/
singing songs with 
actions to music 
from this topic 

• Listening activities 
every music lesson. 

• Exploring the 
elements of music 
through singing. 

• Focus on a variety 

of major and minor 

intervals/scales, 

improvise and 

explore these. 

• Using Music 
Technology: link to 
ternary/ rondo 
structure and topic. 
Compose a whole 

UK and Local Geography 
continued and Easter 
preparations: 
 

• Continue exploring songs 
linked to the UK. 

• Focus on writing their 
own song with chords and 
lyrics about 
Wickhambreaux 
/Canterbury. 

• Exploring the elements of 
music through singing. 

• Focus on a variety of 

major and minor 

intervals/scales, 

improvise and explore 

these. 

• Perform songs to each 
other. 

• Learn a song and actions 
for the Easter Service. 
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class rondo, each 
group has to 
compose a melody 
using music 
technology and 
perform as a whole 
class rondo. 
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Year 
R 

Minibeasts/sports: 
 

•  
Exploring/listening/sin
ging with actions to 
music from these 
topics. 

• Exploring 
pitch/tempo/dynamics 
with boom whackers 
and chime bars. 

• Exploring the 
elements of music 
through singing. 

• Focus on la, so, mi and 
do intervals 

• Focus on music and 
movement 

• Create a whole class 
graphic score to 
represent the sounds 

Water/Seaside and Summer 
Concert preparation: 
 

• Exploring/listening/sin
ging songs with actions 
to music from these 
topics. 

• Exploring sounds 
connecting to our topic 
with percussive 
instruments 

• Exploring the elements 
of music through 
singing. 

• Focus on la, so, mi and 
do intervals 

• Learn a song and 
actions for the summer 
concert. 
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of minibeasts in the 
garden. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Year
s 1 
and 
2 

Local study - school, village 
and surrounding 
countryside: 
 

• Exploring/listening/sin
ging songs with 
actions to music from 
these topics. 

• Exploring composers 
who wrote about the 
countryside and 
explore instruments of 
the orchestra. 

• Composing/improvisin
g musical melodies 
and soundscapes to 

Local study continued and 
Summer Concert 
preparation: 
 

• Continue 
exploring/listening/sin
ging songs with actions 
to music from this 
topic. 

• Focus on so, fa, mi, re, 
do intervals 

• Exploring the elements 
of music through 
singing. 
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represent sounds of 
our local area. Then 
using music 
technology to record 
ideas. 

• Focus on so, fa, mi, re, 
do intervals 

• Exploring the 
elements of music 
through singing. 

 
 

• Learn a song and 
actions for the summer 
concert. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year
s 3 
and 

4 

Romans: 
 

• Exploring/listening/sin
ging action songs to 
music from this topic. 

Romans continued and 
Summer Concert 
Preparation 
 

• Continue 
exploring/listening/sin
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• Exploring the 
elements of music 
through singing. 

• Focus on do’ -la-ti-so-
fa- mi-re-do intervals. 

• Improvise and 
compose melodic 
ideas based on the 
pentatonic scale. 

 
 
 
 

ging action songs to 
music from this topic. 

• Exploring the elements 
of music through 
singing. 

• Focus on do’ -ti-la-so-
fa- mi-re-do intervals. 
Basic improvisation on 
Pentatonic scale too  

• Composing a Roman 
‘Ternary’ composition 
based on the 
pentatonic scale. 

• Learn a song and 
actions for the summer 
concert. 
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Year
s 5 
and 

6 

Mayans: 

• Exploring/listening/sin
ging songs with 
actions to music from 
this topic. 

• Listening activities 
every music lesson. 

• Exploring the 
elements of music 
through singing. 

• Focus on the major 

scale and its intervals. 

• Rhythm revision and 
improvisation with 
rhythm. 

• Creating Mayan 
rhythm boxes and 
then extending to 
notation to perform 
on their own 
instruments/recorders 
or glockenspiels. 

Mayans continued and 
Summer Concert 
Preparation:  

• Exploring/listening/sin
ging songs with actions 
to music from this 
topic. 

• Listening activities 
every music lesson. 

• Exploring the elements 
of music through 
singing. 

• Focus on the major 

scale and minor and its 

intervals. 

• Prepare a song for the 

summer concert. 

 
 



Terms 1-6 Music Overview CYCLE B 

   

 

 
 
 
 
    

 



Terms 1-6 Music Overview CYCLE B 

   

 

 

 

Wickhambreaux Primary school offers a wide variety of musical opportunities for all the children; we have enjoyed plenty of recognition 

for our achievements over the years. The entire school learns music through singing or other musical instruments. We have a thriving 

school choir with 40% of the school attending weekly rehearsals around Christmas time. Our school orchestra is developing greatly 

with regular performances with the local community in the ‘Revellers’ Orchestra. The Revellers are a beginners and intermediate 

orchestra project designed to celebrate the progress of fledgling orchestral players, both young and old. Our aim is to inspire and 

motivate them to continue their exciting learning journey.  

Bespoke arrangements and compositions allow all participants to play alongside the 40-strong Revelation Strings orchestra and to 
meet and perform with internationally renowned string players including cellist Matthew Sharp. 
Currently over 70% of the school are learning a musical instrument including every child in years 2, 3 and 4. Year 2 are learning the 
ocarinas and recorders and Years 3 and 4 are learning the ukulele with Mrs Maisey. 
We have a record number of Gifted and Talented pupils receiving instrumental and Music Theory lessons.  
Year 5/6 have initiated their own ‘Rock/Pop’ bands and enjoy composing their own musical pieces.  
 
Music Curriculum Aims: 

• To perform, listen to, review and evaluate music across a range of historical periods, genres, styles and traditions, including 

the works of the great composers and musicians. 

• Learn to sing and use their voices, to create and compose music of their own and with others, have the opportunity to learn a 

musical instrument, use technology appropriately and have the opportunity to progress to the next level of musical 

excellence. 

• Understand and explore how music is created, produced and communicated, including through the inter-related dimensions: 

PITCH/DURATION/DYNAMICS/TEMPO/TIMBRE/TEXTURE/STRUCTURE and appropriate musical notations. 

• Using Unit Overviews to support their learning in the classroom. 
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How the lessons are differentiated: 

• By outcome 

• Providing tasks which vary to meet the needs of children with different levels of abilities 

• Teacher supports the less able children and the more able children are given tasks that challenge them 

• By using physical signs or actions to support the less able 

• Children sometimes work in groups as well as given opportunities to perform as soloists 

• Using information gathered from testing children on their homework from their Unit Overviews any gaps in knowledge can be 

addressed in lessons. 

 

 

How the lessons incorporate technology: 

• By using sound recording equipment 

• By using CD players,using bluetooth and playing music through computers 

• By using appropriate websites to share useful musical resources e. g SING UP 

 

 

How the children access a musical experience: 

 

• Through singing – ensemble and solo 

• Through playing a variety of musical instruments 

• Through improvisation and composition work 

• Through musical workshops 
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• Through performances at school and the local community 

• Through whole school vocal worship assemblies. Also learning the history of composers at the start of each Music worship. 

• Through listening to a variety of music through various sources. 

• Music theory classes offered to all children in years 1-6 before school on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Fridays. 

• Listening and learning Music Theory through Unit Overviews 

• Year 2 whole class ocarina and recorder learning and Years 3 and 4 whole class ukulele learning. Funded by Kent Music. 

• Music lessons provided for PP group, SEN group and one to one Music Enrichment Sessions (MES) are provided. 

 
 
Musical clubs/activities on offer: 
  

• Year 2 whole class ocarina and recorder lessons 

• Years 3 and 4 whole class ukulele lessons 

• Orchestra (beginners to grade 5) 

• Choir (open to years 1 to 6) 

• Year 5/6 Rock/Pop bands 

• Music theory classes 

• Free instrumental lessons for PP children (piano) 

• Free Music Enrichment Sessions every week to develop speech and language, confidence as well as movement through 
music. This supports many of our SEN children. 

• Music Jamboree Club 
 
Instrumental Lessons: 
 

• Piano- taught by Mrs Crook, Mrs Cullen and Ms Kelly 

• Vocals- taught by Mrs Bartlett 

• Brass and violin- taught by Mrs Cullen 

• Guitar- taught by Mr French 

• Drums- taught by Mr Walker 

• Woodwind- taught by Mrs Crook 
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• Recorders/ocarinas and ukuleles- taught by Mrs Maisey 
 
 
In December 2023 the choir were invited to sing in Canterbury Cathedral as part of the PWRR Christmas Carol Service. The brass 
band performed fanfares in Canterbury Cathedral to welcome the St Nicholas Day service and the school choir sung during the 
service itself. The choir were also invited to sing at the Gulbenkian for the Langton Music School Christmas Festival. Recently children 
from years 5 and 6 were invited to sing and participate in Young Voices at London’s O2 Arena. 
 
Curriculum Music 
Pupils in every class receive a weekly music lesson a where I focus on the National Curriculum and the termly themes. I particularly 
focus on performing, composition, listening and music theory. I am also implementing musicianship though singing based around 
Kodaly’s pedagogy.  
“Kodály's approach to music education is based on teaching, learning and understanding music through the experience of singing, giving 
direct access to the world of music without the technical problems involved with the use of an instrument. “ 

 
 
Assessment of Music 
Pupils are assessed termly based on step criteria (WT- working towards, E- Expected and GD- Greater Depth) under the following 
musical strands and the music assessment statements: 

STRANDS 

PERFORMING 
This concept involves 
understanding that 
music is created to be 
performed. 

COMPOSING/IMPROVI
SING 
This concept involves 
appreciating that music 
is created through a 
process which has a 
number of techniques. 

TRANSCRIBE 
This concept involves 
understanding that 
compositions need to 
be understood by 
others and a language 
for communicating 
them. 

DESCRIBE MUSIC 
This concept involves 
appreciating the 
features and 
effectiveness of musical 
elements. 

 

The children also explore music through each class’s termly theme. The music department aim to consistently and effectively plan 
lessons to meet the learning needs of all the children, as informed by my assessments. Pupil progress is monitored closely through 
teacher observation and self-assessment. Assessment takes the form through recordings, aural tests and performance feedback. 
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The children are given regular teacher feedback to allow them to self-evaluate, make progress and identify areas needed for 
improvement. 
Each term the children in KS1 and KS2 are quizzed on a section of their Unit Overview. Any areas of concern in the children’s 

understanding are flagged up by Mrs Maisey and immediately addressed. 

 

Kent Music partnership 
We work closely with Kent Music, the organisation who oversees music education in Kent, to develop music within our own school 

and to network with other school in the local area. This organisation provides music specialist CPD courses, many of which I have 

attended. They are providing funding (through a government initiative) for both whole class recorder and ukulele lessons within the 

school. 

 

Forming valuable relationships with parents 
We take advantage of the opportunities through music to form even stronger partnerships with our parents. We encourage parents 

to participate in concerts with the children- recently the parents sung the descant parts during our Christingle service. We will also 

encourage the parents to join the children during music week and include them in choir and orchestral rehearsals as well as 

musical workshops. 

 

 
Music Theory Lessons-G&T Provision 
Each year we enter a number of children (mostly in the gifted and talented provision) into the ABRSM Music theory exams. At the 

end of this academic year we hope to have children entering Music Theory Grade 1 and above. 

 

Music and Singing as part of the Wider Ethos of the School 
Every child sings at least once every day and singing is embedded in the School’s values and ethos. I have introduced Kodaly in the 
lower years (learning musicianship through singing) to develop their inner hearing. We recognize and promote the fact that singing 
enhances learning retention, language development, listening skills and concentration. 
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Instrumental Teaching 
We have an extremely strong and accomplished team of music professionals who visit the school weekly to deliver instrumental/vocal 
lessons. Parents recognise the value of music and we continue to encourage them to invest in music lessons. We provide the children 
with the following instrumental/vocal lessons: 
Violin/recorder/clarinet/saxophone/flute/cornet/tenor horn/trumpet/piano/guitar/ukulele/drums/vocals 
 
Clubs and Extra Curricular Activities 
All musical clubs are FREE and open to all abilities. We offer a free School Orchestra, School Choir, ‘Rock Band’ club, Ukulele Club, 
Music Jamboree and Music Theory club. During Christmas term we run a Brass Band in preparation for musical events in the 
community. Performing in public gives the children an enormous sense of pride. However, it is during the weekly rehearsals when 
they can join together to make music, socialise, improve and have great fun! 
 
Sharing Music with Other Schools in Canterbury and the South East 
Each year since 2004 we have participated in the local Rural Primary School cluster Christmas Carol Concert at the Gulbenkian 
Theatre, Canterbury. In December 2023 Wickhambreaux Choir sung with other local choirs in the recent Gulbenkian Rural Schools 
Concert. The choir have also been invited in the past to Whitefriars to sing Christmas carols and songs to the local community. 
Wickhambreaux Orchestra members are invited frequently throughout the year to play alongside the Reveller's Orchestra (an 
orchestra comprised of children from the local community). The children then perform challenging repertoire in local venues including 
St Paul’s Church, Canterbury. 
 
Provision for Pupil Premium 
Every child in years 2/3 and 4 learns a musical instrument. Every child throughout the school learns music through singing. Those 
who receive the Pupil Premium are identified and monitored throughout the year. Support from the school is offered in many ways 
including providing free access to instruments and one-to-one tuition from me. 
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