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STRANDS 

PERFORMING 
This concept 
involves 
understanding 
that music is 
created to be 
performed. 

COMPOSING/IMPROVISING 
This concept involves 
appreciating that music is 
created through a process 
which has a number of 
techniques. 

TRANSCRIBE 
This concept 
involves 
understanding 
that 
compositions 
need to be 
understood by 
others and a 
language for 
communicating 
them. 

DESCRIBE MUSIC 
This concept 
involves 
appreciating the 
features and 
effectiveness of 
musical elements. 

 

 

Class ASSESSMENT STATEMENTS 

EYFS 
 
THEMES: 
 

Term 1: Nursery Rhymes / Myself 
 
Term 2: Toys / Celebrations  
 

Term 3: Winter/ Space  
 

Term 4: Traditional Tales   
 
Term 5: Minibeasts   
 
Term 6: The Seaside  

✓ I can try and sing accurately 
simple songs related to the 
theme that mainly move in a 
stepwise motion on my own.  

✓ I can try and sing accurately 
simple songs related to the 
theme that mainly move in a 
stepwise motion within an 
ensemble.  

✓ I can begin recognising loud and 
quiet dynamics and 
demonstrate these through 
singing or performing on 
percussion instruments. 

✓ I can try and sing a simple song 
related to the theme using a 
few musical structures: call and 
response, verse and chorus and 
canon. 

✓ I can try and sing a simple song 
related to the theme using fast 
and slow tempi. 

✓ I can sing try and sing a simple 
song related to the topic and be 
aware of different timbres when 
performing. 

✓ I can explore sounds and 
rhythms using my voice and 
instruments. 

✓ I can try and keep a steady beat 
whilst singing or playing a 
simple song. 
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✓ I am aware of the difference 
between musical pulse and 
rhythms. 

✓ I can respond to music though 
movement. 

✓ I can create a soundscape using 
instruments. 

✓ I can explore different sound 
sources. 

✓ I can explore sounds on 
instruments and find different 
ways to vary their sounds. 

✓ I can create a picture in sound. 
✓ I can begin combining simple 

word rhythms. 
✓ I can clap simple rhythms and 

try and improvise with basic 
rhythmic ideas. 

✓ I can improvise simple melodic 
ideas in an ensemble using 
boom-whackers. 

✓ I can accompany a song with 
body percussion. 

✓ I can begin recognising heart 
symbols for pulse as well as 
basic symbols for simple 
rhythms. 

✓ I can identify the beat of a piece 
of music. 

✓ I can begin recognising and 
responding to any changes in 
pitch via movement. 

✓ I can begin recognising and 
responding to any changes in 
tempi via movement. 

✓ I can begin recognising and 
responding to any changes in 
structure via movement. 

✓ I can begin understanding how 
music can tell a story. 

✓ I can begin exploring and  
✓ identifying different timbres. 

YEAR 1 AND 2:  A 
 
THEMES: 
 
Terms 1 and 2: UK Countries and Cities/Guy 
Fawkes 
  
Terms 3 and 4: Africa compared to UK  
 

✓ I can sing accurately simple 
songs related to the theme or 
basic intervals on my own.  

✓ I can sing accurately simple 
songs related to the theme 
within an ensemble.  

✓ I can recognise loud and quiet 
dynamics and demonstrate and 
use these effectively through 
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Terms 5 and 6: Victorians to Modern Age  
Local study - seaside 

singing or performing on a 
variety of instruments. 

✓ I can sing a simple song related 
to the theme using a variety of 
musical structures: call and 
response, verse and chorus and 
theme and variation. 

✓  I can sing a simple song related 
to the theme using fast and slow 
tempi. Plus, I am aware of 
accelerando and rallentando. 

✓ I can sing a simple song related 
to the theme and be aware of 
different timbres when 
performing. 

✓ I can explore sounds and a 
variety of simple rhythms using 
my voice and instruments. 

✓ I can keep a steady beat whilst 
singing or playing a simple song. 

✓ I am aware of the difference 
between musical pulse and 
rhythms. 

✓ I can sing with expression 
paying attention to the pitch 
shape of the melody. 

✓ I can prepare and make 
improvements to a performance 
by adding movement or 
instruments. 

✓ I can improvise with basic 
intervals e.g. so- mi. 

✓ I can explore a variety of sounds 
to create a musical effect in 
response to visual stimuli. 

✓ I can design my own graphic 
score. 

✓ I can explore different sound 
sources. 

✓ I can explore sounds on 
instruments and find different 
ways to vary their sounds. 

✓ I can combine simple rhythms 
and compose my own simple 3 
or 4 beat rhythmic ideas. 

✓ I can clap simple rhythms and 
improvise with basic rhythmic 
ideas. 

✓ I can improvise simple melodic 
intervals using my voice or 
instruments e.g. the recorder. 
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✓ I can accompany a song with my 
own simple rhythmic ideas. 

✓ I can create rhythmic ostinati 
using percussion instruments. 

✓ I can recognise heart symbols 
for pulse as well as several basic 
symbols for simple rhythms and 
use them to help with a 
performance. 

✓ I can create my own symbols to 
represent musical ideas and use 
them to help with a 
performance. 

✓ I am aware of the different 
length values for a range of 
notes e.g. Semibreve, minim, 
crotchet, quavers. 

✓ I can identify the beat of a piece 
of music. 

✓ I can recognise and respond to 
any changes in pitch. 

✓ I can begin recognising and 
responding to any changes in 
tempi. 

✓ I can begin recognising and 
responding to any changes in 
structure. 

✓ I can explore and identify 
different timbres. 

YEAR 1 AND 2: B 
 
THEMES:  
 
Terms 1 and 2: Explorers (continents and 
oceans) 
  
Terms 3 and 4: Great Fire of London and 
comparing the Lives of the Monarchs 
 
Terms 5 and 6: Local Study - School, Village and 
Surrounding Countryside 
 

✓ I can sing accurately simple 
songs related to the theme or 
basic intervals on my own.  

✓ I can sing accurately simple 
songs following a melody, 
related to the theme within an 
ensemble.  

✓ I can recognise loud and quiet 
dynamics and demonstrate and 
use these effectively through 
singing or performing on a 
variety of instruments. 

✓ I can sing a simple song related 
to the theme using a variety of 
musical structures: call and 
response, verse and chorus, 
ternary and canon. 

✓ I can sing a simple song related 
to the theme using fast and slow 
tempi. Plus, I am aware of 
accelerando and rallentando. 
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✓ I can sing a simple song related 
to the theme and be aware of 
different timbres when 
performing. 

✓ I can explore sounds and a 
variety of simple rhythms using 
my voice and instruments. 

✓ I can keep a steady beat whilst 
singing or playing a simple song. 

✓ I am aware of the difference 
between musical pulse and 
rhythms. 

✓ I can sing with expression 
paying attention to the pitch 
shape of the melody. 

✓ I can prepare and make 
improvements to a performance 
by adding movement or 
instruments. 

✓ I can follow instructions on how 
and when to play an instrument. 

✓ I can explore different sound 
sources and begin using music 
technology as a whole class. 

✓ I can explore sounds on 
instruments and find different 
ways to vary their sounds. 

✓ I can combine simple rhythms 
and compose my own simple 3 
or 4 beat rhythmic ideas. 

✓ I can clap simple rhythms and 
improvise with basic rhythmic 
ideas. 

✓ I can improvise simple melodic 
intervals using my voice or 
instruments e.g. the recorder. 

✓ I can improvise with basic 
intervals e.g. So- mi  

✓ I can create musical sounds or 
rhythms to be recorded using 
music technology. 

✓ I can combine simple word 
rhythms and compose my own 
simple rhythmic ideas. 

✓ I can recognise heart symbols 
for pulse as well as several basic 
symbols for simple rhythms and 
use them to help with a 
performance. 

✓ I can create my own symbols to 
represent musical ideas and use 
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them to help with a 
performance. 

✓ I am aware of the different 
length values for a range of 
notes e.g. Semibreve, minim, 
crotchet, quavers. 

✓ I can identify the beat of a piece 
of music. 

✓ I can recognise and respond to 
any changes in pitch. 

✓ I can begin recognising and 
responding to any changes in 
tempi. 

✓ I can begin recognising and 
responding to any changes in 
structure. 

✓ I can explore and identify 
different timbres. 

YEAR 3 AND 4: A 
 
THEMES: 
 
Terms 1 and 2: Ancient Egyptians 
 
Terms 3 and 4: Mountains, Volcanoes and 
Earthquakes  
 
 
Terms 5 and 6: Historical Buildings in Kent   
 
 
 

✓ I can sing accurately from memory 
slightly complex songs related to the 
theme or a range of major and 
minor intervals on my own.  

✓ I can sing accurately from memory 
slightly complex songs related to the 
theme within an ensemble and 
maintain my part.  

✓ I can sing in tune. 
✓ I can use clear diction within a song. 
✓ I can show control of my voice. 
✓ I can play notes or chords on an 

instrument with care so that they 
are clear. 

✓ I can sing/perform with control and 
awareness of others. 

✓ I can sing slightly complex songs 
related to the theme using fast and 
slow tempi. Plus, I can use 
accelerando and rallentando. 

✓ I can recognise a range of dynamics 
and use these effectively through 
singing or performing on a variety of 
instruments. 

✓ I can sing slightly complex songs 
related to the theme using a variety 
of musical structures: call and 
response, verse and chorus, canon 
and strophic. 

✓ I know the difference between 
musical pulse and rhythms and can 
demonstrate this. 
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✓ I can prepare and make 
improvements to a performance by 
adding movement or instruments. I 
can also add harmony to a melody. 

✓ I can keep a steady beat whilst 
singing or playing a simple song. 

✓ I can explore different sound 
sources on instruments or using 
music technology.  

✓ I can explore sounds on 
instruments and create 
repeating melodic or rhythmic 
patterns. 

✓ I can combine a variety of 
rhythms and compose my own 
simple 3 or 4 beat rhythmic 
ideas. 

✓ I can clap simple rhythms and 
improvise with a range of 
rhythmic ideas. 

✓ I can improvise a range of 
melodic intervals using my voice 
or instruments e.g. the ukulele. 

✓ I can improvise with a range of 
major or minor intervals e.g. So- 
mi- do or do- la. 

✓ I can create musical sounds or 
rhythms using music 
technology. 

✓ I can combine simple word 
rhythms and compose my own 
simple rhythmic ideas. 

✓ I can create accompaniments 
for tunes. (Song writing) 

✓ I can use drones as 
accompaniments using ukuleles. 

✓ I can compose my own verse 
and chorus song. 

✓ I can explore binary, ternary and 
rondo structures through 
composition. 

✓ I can recognise and understand 
a range of symbols for a range 
of rhythms and use them to 
help with a performance. 

✓ I can recognise the notes 
EGBDF, FACE in the treble clef 
and GBDFA and ACEG in the 
bass clef. 

✓ I can recognise the different 
length values for a range of 
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notes e.g. Semibreve, minim, 
crotchet, quavers, semiquavers, 
triplets… 

✓ I can begin writing a few notes 
on a treble clef stave. 

✓ I am aware of a few time 
signatures e.g. 4/4 and 3/4 . 

✓ I can identify the beat of a piece 
of music. 

✓ I can recognise and respond to 
any changes in pitch with 
accuracy. 

✓ I can recognise and responding 
to any changes in tempi. 

✓ I can recognise and responding 
to any changes in structure. 

✓ I can explore and identify a 
variety of timbres. 

✓ I can identify and evaluate 
music using musical vocabulary. 

✓ I understand layers of sound 
and can discuss their effect on 
mood and feelings. 

✓ I can identify rhythm patterns in 
staff notation. 

✓ I can identify different 
instrument groups from a 
recording. 

✓ I can describe/compare and 
contrast the structures of music. 

✓ I can identify the metre of a 
piece of music. 

+YEAR 3 AND 4: B 
 
THEMES: 
 
Terms 1 and 2: Stone Age to Iron Age 
  
Terms 3 and 4: Rivers and Rainforests  
 
Terms 5 and 6: Romans in Britain 
 
 

✓ I can sing accurately from memory 
simple songs related to the theme 
or a range of major and minor 
intervals on my own.  

✓ I can sing accurately from memory 
simple songs related to the theme 
within an ensemble and maintain 
my part.  

✓ I can sing in tune. 
✓ I can use clear diction within a song. 
✓ I can show control of my voice. 
✓ I can play notes or chords on an 

instrument with care so that they 
are clear. 

✓ I can perform with control and 
awareness of others. 

✓ I can sing slightly complex songs 
related to the theme using fast and 
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slow tempi. Plus, I can use 
accelerando and rallentando. 

✓ I can recognise a range of dynamics 
and use these effectively through 
singing or performing on a variety of 
instruments. 

✓ I can sing slightly complex songs 
related to the theme using a variety 
of musical structures: call and 
response, verse and chorus and 
canon. 

✓ I know the difference between 
musical pulse and rhythms and can 
demonstrate this. 

✓ I can prepare and make 
improvements to a performance by 
adding movement or instruments. I 
can also add harmony to a melody. 

✓ I can keep a steady beat whilst 
singing or playing a simple song. 

✓ I can explore different sound 
sources on instruments or using 
music technology.  

✓ I can improvise melodic or 
rhythmic patterns. 

✓ I can combine a variety of 
rhythms and compose my own 
simple 3 or 4 beat rhythmic 
ideas. 

✓ I can clap simple rhythms and 
improvise with a range of 
rhythmic ideas. 

✓ I can improvise a range of 
melodic intervals using my voice 
or instruments e.g. the ukulele. 

✓ I can improvise with a range of 
major or minor intervals e.g. So- 
mi- do or do- la. 

✓ I can create musical sounds or 
rhythms using music 
technology. 

✓ I can combine simple word 
rhythms and compose my own 
simple rhythmic ideas. 

✓ I can compose my own verse 
and chorus song. 

✓ I can use drones as 
accompaniments using ukuleles. 

✓ I can explore binary, ternary and 
rondo structures through 
composition. 
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✓ I can explore melodic writing 
using the pentatonic scale. 

✓ I can recognise and understand 
a range of symbols for a range 
of rhythms and use them to 
help with a performance. 

✓ I can recognise the notes 
EGBDF, FACE in the treble clef 
and GBDFA and ACEG in the 
bass clef. 

✓ I can recognise the different 
length values for a range of 
notes e.g. Semibreve, minim, 
crotchet, quavers, semiquavers, 
triplets… 

✓ I can begin writing a few notes 
on a treble clef stave. 

✓ I am aware of a few time 
signatures e.g. 4/4 and 3/4 . 

✓ I can identify the beat of a piece 
of music. 

✓ I can recognise and respond to 
any changes in pitch with 
accuracy. 

✓ I can recognise and responding 
to any changes in tempi. 

✓ I can recognise and responding 
to any changes in structure. 

✓ I can explore and identify a 
variety of timbres. 

✓ I can identify and evaluate 
music using musical vocabulary. 

✓ I understand layers of sound 
and can discuss their effect on 
mood and feelings. 

✓ I can identify different 
instrument groups from a 
recording. 

✓ I can describe/compare and 
contrast the structures of music. 

✓ I can identify the metre of a 
piece of music. 

YEAR 5 AND 6: A 
 
THEMES: 
 
Terms 1 and 2: Ancient Greece  
  
Terms 3 and 4: Climate Zones  
 
Terms 5 and 6: Islands and Coasts  

✓ I can sing accurately from memory 
with confidence more complex 
songs related to the theme or a 
range of major and minor intervals 
on my own.  

✓ I can sing accurately from memory 
with confidence more complex 
songs related to the theme within 
an ensemble and maintain my part.  
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✓ I can sing in tune with confidence. 
✓ I can use clear diction within a song 

with confidence. 
✓ I can show control of my voice with 

confidence. 
✓ I can sing complex songs related to 

the theme using a wide range of 
tempi. Plus, I can use accelerando 
and rallentando. 

✓ I can play notes or chords on an 
instrument with confidence. 

✓ I can perform with control and 
awareness of others. 

✓ I can recognise a wide range of 
dynamics and use these effectively 
through singing or performing on a 
variety of instruments. 

✓ I can hold my part confidently 
within a round or a complex song. 

✓ I can sing a simple song related to 
the theme using a variety of musical 
structures: call and response, verse 
and chorus, canon and strophic. 

✓ I know the difference between 
musical pulse and rhythms with 
confidence. 

✓ I can prepare and make 
improvements to a performance by 
adding movement or instruments. I 
can also add harmonies to a melody. 

✓ I can keep a steady beat whilst 
singing or playing a complex song. 

✓ I can sustain a drone or a melodic 
ostinato to accompany singing. 

✓ I can explore different sound 
sources on instruments or using 
music technology.  

✓ I can improvise melodic or 
rhythmic patterns with 
confidence. 

✓ I can combine a variety of 
rhythms and compose my own 
simple 3 or 4 beat rhythmic 
ideas. I am also aware of other 
time signatures. 

✓ I can clap complex rhythms and 
improvise with a wide range of 
rhythmic ideas. 

✓ I can improvise a range of 
melodic intervals using my voice 
or instruments. 
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✓ I can improvise with a wide 
range of major or minor 
intervals e.g. la-so- mi- re-do or 
la-ti-do 

✓ I can create musical sounds or 
rhythms using music 
technology. 

✓ I can combine a variety of word 
rhythms and compose my own 
complex rhythmic ideas. 

✓ I can compose my own verse 
and chorus structure with 
confidence about song 
structure. 

✓ I can sustain a drone or a 
melodic ostinato to accompany 
singing. 

✓ I can explore binary, ternary and 
rondo structures through 
composition. 

✓ I can combine a variety of 
musical devices including 
melody, rhythm and chords. 

✓ I can explore melodic writing 
using the pentatonic scale. 

✓ I understand the relationship 
sometimes between lyrics and 
melody. 

✓ I can recognise and understand 
a range of symbols for a range 
of rhythms and use them to 
help with a performance. 

✓ I can recognise the notes 
EGBDF, FACE in the treble clef 
and GBDFA and ACEG in the 
bass clef. 

✓ I can recognise the different 
length values for a range of 
notes e.g. Semibreve, minim, 
crotchet, quavers, semiquavers, 
triplets… 

✓ I can write several notes on a 
treble clef stave. 

✓ I am aware of a variety of time 
signatures e.g. 4/4, 2/4, 3/4 and 
6/8 

✓ I understand the use of a sharp 
and flat sign. 

✓ I can identify the beat of a piece 
of music with confidence. 
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✓ I can recognise and respond to 
any changes in pitch with 
accuracy and confidence. 

✓ I can recognise and responding 
to any changes in tempi with 
confidence. 

✓ I can recognise and responding 
to any changes in structure 
confidently. 

✓ I can explore and identify a wide 
variety of timbres. 

✓ I can identify and evaluate 
music using musical vocabulary 
with confidence. 

✓ I understand layers of sound 
and can discuss their effect on 
mood and feelings. 

✓ I can identify different 
instrument groups from a 
recording. 

✓ I can identify rhythm patterns in 
staff notation. 

✓ I can describe/compare and 
contrast the structures of music 
with confidence. 

✓ I can identify the metre of a 
piece of music with confidence. 

✓ I can make improvements on a 
performance using the 
appropriate elements of music. 

YEAR 5 AND 6: B 
 
THEMES: 
 
Terms 1 and 2: World War Two  
  
Terms 3 and 4: UK and Local Geography  
 
Terms 5 and 6: Mayans  

✓ I can sing accurately from memory 
with confidence more complex 
songs related to the theme or a 
range of major and minor intervals 
on my own.  

✓ I can sing accurately from memory 
with confidence more complex 
songs related to the theme within 
an ensemble and maintain my part.  

✓ I can sing in tune with confidence. 
✓ I can use clear diction within a song 

with confidence. 
✓ I can show control of my voice with 

confidence. 
✓ I can play notes or chords on an 

instrument with confidence. 
✓ I can perform with control and 

awareness of others. 
✓ I can sing complex songs related to 

the theme using a wide range of 
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tempi. Plus, I can use accelerando 
and rallentando. 

✓ I can recognise a wide range of 
dynamics and use these effectively 
through singing or performing on a 
variety of instruments. 

✓ I can hold my part confidently 
within a round or a complex song. 

✓ I can sing a simple song related to 
the theme using a variety of musical 
structures: call and response, verse 
and chorus, canon and strophic. 

✓ I know the difference between 
musical pulse and rhythms with 
confidence. 

✓ I can prepare and make 
improvements to a performance by 
adding movement or instruments. I 
can also add harmonies to a melody. 

✓ I can keep a steady beat whilst 
singing or playing a complex song. 

✓ I can sustain a drone or a melodic 
ostinato to accompany singing. 

✓ I can explore different sound 
sources on instruments or using 
music technology.  

✓ I can improvise melodic or 
rhythmic patterns with 
confidence. 

✓ I can combine a variety of 
rhythms and compose my own 
simple 3 or 4 beat rhythmic 
ideas. I am also aware of other 
time signatures. 

✓ I can clap complex rhythms and 
improvise with a wide range of 
rhythmic ideas. 

✓ I can improvise a range of 
melodic intervals using my voice 
or instruments. 

✓ I can improvise with a wide 
range of major or minor 
intervals e.g. la-so- mi- re-do or 
la-ti-do 

✓ I can create musical sounds or 
rhythms using music 
technology. 

✓ I can combine a variety of word 
rhythms and compose my own 
complex rhythmic ideas. 
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✓ I can compose my own verse 
and chorus structure with 
confidence about song 
structure. 

✓ I can sustain a drone or a 
melodic ostinato to accompany 
singing. 

✓ I can explore binary, ternary and 
rondo structures through 
composition. 

✓ I can combine a variety of 
musical devices including 
melody, rhythm and chords. 

✓ I can recognise and understand 
a range of symbols for a range 
of rhythms and use them to 
help with a performance. 

✓ I can recognise the notes 
EGBDF, FACE in the treble clef 
and GBDFA and ACEG in the 
bass clef. 

✓ I can recognise the different 
length values for a range of 
notes e.g. Semibreve, minim, 
crotchet, quavers, semiquavers, 
triplets… 

✓ I can write several notes on a 
treble clef stave. 

✓ I am aware of a variety of time 
signatures e.g. 4/4, 2/4, 3/4 and 
6/8 

✓ I understand the use of a sharp 
and flat sign. 

✓ I can identify the beat of a piece 
of music with confidence. 

✓ I can recognise and respond to 
any changes in pitch with 
accuracy and confidence. 

✓ I can recognise and responding 
to any changes in tempi with 
confidence. 

✓ I can recognise and responding 
to any changes in structure 
confidently. 

✓ I can explore and identify a wide 
variety of timbres. 

✓ I can identify and evaluate 
music using musical vocabulary 
with confidence. 
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✓ I understand layers of sound 
and can discuss their effect on 
mood and feelings. 

✓ I can identify different 
instrument groups from a 
recording. 

✓ I can identify rhythm patterns in 
staff notation. 

✓ I can describe/compare and 
contrast the structures of music 
with confidence. 

✓ I can identify the metre of a 
piece of music with confidence. 

✓ I can make improvements on a 
performance using the 
appropriate elements of music. 

 


