Laying Strong Foundations in EYFS
for KS1 Computing

“A high-quality computing education equips pupils to use computational thinking and creativity to
understand and change the world.”
National Curriculum England, 2013

At Wickhambreaux CEP School, we believe that computing is an essential part of the curriculum; a subject
that not only stands alone, but is interlinked through all areas, the study of which should form part of learning
in all subjects. Despite the removal of the Technology strand from Understanding The World in the EYFS
Framework (2021), we nevertheless believe that it is vital to continue to establish the essential skills, attitudes
and understanding to allow forimmediate success when children start a more formalised Computing
education in KS1. By fostering curiosity, computational thinking and an early awareness of technology, EYFS
sets the stage for confident and capable learners in a rapidly evolving digital world.

End Point

Children in EYFS should be able to use simple computing programs including games and programmable
toys.

Vocabulary

Computing vocabulary is integrated daily into EYFS activities — whether narrating while using the interactive
whiteboard, infroducing the term 'algorithm' during a recipe, or describing the World Wide Web as a digital
library. This approach ensures children are already familiar with key vocabulary used in Year 1 Computing
lessons.

Vocabulary used in EYFS includes: computer, search, website, internet, Google, online, logging in,
connected/disconnected, buffering, click, link, algorithm

Use of Technology

Children use digital devices in both play and carefully planned continuous provision activities. Examples of
this include:

o Use of Beebots to input a command (in Minibeasts topic)

¢ Interactive games on iPads (in Space topic)

e |IWB games (e.g winter cloth fouch game)

e Calculators and scanners (in shop role-play)

¢ Metal detectors

e Research on the World Wide Web (when learning difference between fiction and non-fiction texts)

Online Safety

In EYFS, Safer Internet Day is a valuable opportunity to infroduce children to basic online safety in an age-
appropriate way. Through stories and discussions, children learn the importance of being kind online, asking
a trusted adult for help, and keeping personal information private. These activities help lay the foundation
for responsible and safe digital habits from an early age.



